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Single Working Mom on Road to Success Thanks to 
Wheels4Hope and Chapel Hill Tire Car Care Center

Wheels4Hope, a local, faith-based car 
donation program that provides 
affordable, reliable transportation to low-
wage individuals and families, recently 
celebrated the presentation of the keys 
for a 2005 Hyundai Elantra to its new 
owner at a ceremony hosted by Chapel 
Hill Tire Car Care Center of Durham at 
Woodcroft Shopping Center. The car was 
refurbished by Chapel Hill Tire Car Care 
Center of Durham with parts supplied by 
Car Quest.

“There are intelligent, hard-working, 
caring people in our community who are struggling and spending copious amounts of time trying to 
get to work,” said Carol House, Wheels4Hope External Relations and Compliance Coordinator. “If 
they have a vehicle, they can spend more time with family, improve their job/work situation or go to 
school. We provide that hand-up. We are so grateful for our partners, vehicle donors and volunteers 
from our community, and the partner agencies and garages like Chapel Hill Tire Car Care Center 
who share their skills with those in need and make it possible for us to provide safe, reliable 
transportation for families who need it.”

The recipient Seaira, a mom with two 
children (ages 2 and 9 months), is a 
biochemistry graduate from NC State 
who works part-time and has never 
owned a vehicle. She was referred to 
Wheels4Hope by Housing for New 
Hope, a Durham non-profit that prevents 
and ends homelessness by providing 
increased access to healthcare, 



integrated services and housing through 
their Rapid Rehousing program. As part of the program, Seaira paid $500 for the Wheels4Hope car. 
“It means a safer life for my children. Since they are both very small, it's hard to cross streets, 
especially at night or when I have groceries and bags,” she explained. “Now, I have a larger range of 
jobs and hours I can work and more family time since I won't be spending 4 to 6 hours a day on the 
bus. Also, I'll have more money since I won't be spending hundreds of dollars on rentals."

According to Marc Pons, owner of Chapel Hill Tire Car Care Center, volunteering with Wheels4Hope 
was a good fit. “We’re always looking for new and different ways to give back to the community,” 
Pons commented. “What I love about Wheels4Hope is it’s a way of bringing my whole organization 
into the give-back. This was a way we could have everybody, hands and heart, involved. That’s what 
made the Car Blessing special for us. Everybody who touched that car was a stakeholder and 
wanted it to be successful, to make that single mom be successful. It felt really good throughout the 
whole car renovation; our team had pride in the good work they had done and pride that they work in 
a company that gives back to the community.”

Attending the August 13 Car Blessing event were Wheels4Hope’s John Bush, Executive Director; 
Katy Nilson, Director of Triangle Operations; Heather Smith, Program Coordinator; La’Shawn 
Boykin, Car Flow Administrator; and Carol House, External Relations and Compliance Coordinator; 
Chapel Hill Tire Car Care Center owners Marc and Britt Pons and Phil Greene, Woodcroft Store 
Manager; Cynthia Harris and Joi Stepney from Housing for New Hope; Durham Interfaith Hospitality 
Network Executive Director Catherine Pliel and Program Director Olive Joyner; as well as supporting 
congregation members.      

Over the last 14 years, Wheels4Hope has changed 1866 lives, placing 149 vehicles in 2013. They 
plan on placing 175 cars with new owners in 2014, thanks to the support of vehicle donors and the 
volunteer garages who refurbish them. For more information, visit www.wheels4hope.org.

Thank you again for your business and for supporting our community!
Marc Pons, President
Chapel Hill Tire Car Care Center
pons.marc@chapelhilltire.com

Expert Car Care You Can Trust
www.chapelhilltire.com

To schedule an appointment call or visit our website: 
http://www.chapelhilltire.com/appointments.html

About Chapel Hill Tire Car Care Center
Chapel Hill Tire Car Care Center’s rigorously trained ASE-certified technicians use the latest 
diagnostic equipment to perform maintenance and repairs on conventional, hybrid, domestic and 
import vehicles. Voted “Best Auto Repair” in the Triangle 3 years in a row, they are the area’s first 
certified independent garage to work on hybrids. All of their convenient locations are environmentally 
Green Plus Certified. For more, go to www.chapelhilltire.com.
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This message was sent to john@sheermarketing.com from:

Chapel Hill Tire Car Care Center | admin@chapelhilltire.com | Chapel Hill Tire Car Care Center | 502 West Franklin Street 

| Chapel Hill, NC 27516
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